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promoted actively the ministrations of relief. Her grace, talent
and accomplishments had won general admiration; her good
deeds added fresh dignity to the British name; her loss was
lamented as a general calamity; and a useful charity was by
public subscription founded in remembrance of her.

As the time for his departure approached the public senti-
ments gathered affectionately around him. The non-official
European community at Calcutta generously forgot the differ-
ences which had previously induced them to petition for his
recall. They remembered only the national victory which had
been won, the peace which had been secured, the moral and
material progress which had followed. The Native community
were, as might have been anticipated, earnest in their grateful
commendations. An address was voted to him at a public
meeting of the inhabitants of Calcutta; and subscriptions were
raised for the erection of a statue in his memory. I was stand-
ing near and able to note his demeanour when he was "re-
ceiving and replying to the address as it was presented to him
by a deputation at Government House. His lip slightly trembled
with emotion when he recalled the past, acknowledging thank-
fully their kind words, declaring that he had done his best on
behalf of the interests which they represented, and had striven
to secure justice for all alike whether European or Native.

The wonderful and tremendous events with which his name
is associated will secure to him historic fame. In one sense it
was suitable for him to be plunged into the midst of tem-
pestuous waves, and exposed to cutting blasts; for thus were
evoked and displayed those qualities which he possessed in
the grandest degree. Had he ruled during a peaceful period
when national progress was above all things demanded, his
administrative capacity, though sound and good, might scarcely
have equalled that of the greatest among his predecessors or his
successors. But under a dire pressure of circumstances the hour
came demanding equable calmness, unshakeable firmness, equity
tempered with mercy; for that hour he was eminently the man.
As the Greeks associated justice with the name of Aristides, so
men regarded the departing Viceroy as Canning the Just.